August Monthly Service

Good morning, everyone! Thank you very much for attending our
monthly service for August, 2024. I hope you are all in good health &
excellent spirits.

The Konko Churches of North American (KCNA) conference this
year was held July 26th, 27th, and 28th at UC Santa Barbara. Before that,
starting on Tuesday, there was Youth Camp which my three grandchildren
attended. My daughter, Hiroko, and her husband, Donghoon dropped them
off at the conference site, and then came to LA Airport to pick me up. They
took me to tour the Grand Canyon.

The Grand Canyon was spectacular. It so moved me that I just stood
still, staring in awe. My long-cherished dream had finally come true. I got to
see the Grand Canyon with my own eyes. Something I had wanted to do for
many years.

As for the conference, I first joined the Spirituality Bridge on
Thursday evening. It’s for adults over 25 to share their faith with each other.
I shared the story of my dream of mediation that completely changed the
course of my life and led me to becoming a Konko minister.

The next day at the opening ceremony for the conference we watched
a slide show about our fifth spiritual leader, Rev. Heiki Konko. All
participants offered a moment of silence, expressing our deep gratitude to
his Mitama spirit for his years of selfless service. He had passed away on
July 21 at age 89. We prayed for his eternal peace and happiness.

For this year’s conference over 70 of us had gathered from the US and
Canada. Each of us were rejoicing, reconnecting with each other, and
enjoying the time for sharing our faith and encouraging each other in faith.

This year's KCNA theme was "Re-awaken our relationship through
showing Kami's workings and love in our daily faith and to ensure it is
passed down."

During discussion & encouragement sessions, each person talked
about the Divine Work they have received, how they have connected to this
path, and how they are trying to express and convey their faith to their family
and others with the joy of faith. Ten people in each group of various ages,
held lively and fruitful talks.

I was assigned to lead the sunrise service at 6 on Saturday, July 27. At
the service I spoke about our fifth Konko-sama saying:

“I often heard the fifth Konko-sama say that there was no need to
add anything more, and there was no need to subtract anything more.



Pursuing our founder’s faith so sincerely and earnestly he had such an
absolute conviction about it. He was convinced:

“‘Since our founder had revered Kami as Kami and showed us the
way to receive Divine blessings by following the Will of our Parent Kami,
this path has been opened up for Kami to be saved and us humans to be
fulfilled. May the path of Kami and humanity be manifested in the lives of
each and every one of us.’

“Each moment is precious. Let us respect each moment of each
happening as Kami’s Doing to deepen peace & joy in our heart and
manifest the world of mutual fulfillment between Kami and humanity.”

We were blessed with fine, comfortable weather despite that other
areas were being hit by heatwaves. With wonderful memories I flew back to
Chicago early Monday morning on July 29.

Today through this service, we also pray for students to improve
themselves in all aspects of their academic achievement. Our founder prayed
for young people to have good health & education. saying, “Young people
should not allow evil ideas to invade their heart.”

Young people are the treasures of the world. It is vitally important for
the upcoming generation to come to perfect themselves physically, mentally
& spiritually in order to be of great service to the world.

I truly feel young American people want to know the Konko Faith
once they are introduced to it. There are many religions in the world. Among
them, they sense some important messages in our faith. We should be open-
minded to them whenever they want to contact us through email or some
other way, like phone-calls & visits. I want to do anything I can to show
them what [ know about our faith and what I have experienced about Tenchi
Kane No Kami & how Kami functions.

I hope young Americans come & learn our faith sincerely and become
a light to the world, because the way to real happiness is found in this faith.

To you, young people!
Your true Way to happiness is found in this Faith.
Come and learn it faithfully.
Become a light of the world!
All people & all religions have done their best to find the way to reach

true world peace and real prosperity for humankind. I believe the Konkokyo
has a clear vision for it.

The Konko Faith is the way of a ‘peaceful joyful heart.” It seeks to
establish an era of peaceful and joyful hearts of people, the Wagakokoro era
in this world. Konko Daijin taught us, “If people lose their belief in the
teaching, ‘On this very day pray with a single heart. Divine blessings are



within your own peaceful and joyful heart,” the world will be in turmoil. The
glory of Kami will be gone.” In other words, when people believe each and
every moment in the truth of, ‘On this very day pray with a single heart.
Divine blessings are within your own peaceful and joyful heart, it is then
that the glory of Kami will appear and true world peace shall be attained,

In order to accomplish peace and justice throughout the world,
Kami’s glory should first appear. Kami’s arrangements, or workings,
definitely need to be the foundation. The world at present is the reflection of
the hearts of the self-interest within human beings. The more we choose to
develop our peaceful and joyful hearts, the more we are blessed and the more
the hearts of the entire human family grow deeper toward the peaceful and
joyful heart of the world. Until finally, through Kami’s arrangements, true
world peace & human happiness is attained.

I hope I will do my best to be of great service to Kami and humanity
in Chicago. In order to help me do so, it is vitally important for me to deepen
my peaceful and joyful heart toward being an unbreakable spirit through
respecting everything that happens as my faith training, whatever happens
and no matter how difficult it could be.
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